[Activation of the human cortex during visual attention and selection].
Cortical activation in visual discrimination tasks was estimated by measurement of the CNV (contingent negative variation) and N1-P3 components of visual ERPs in frontal, parietal, occipital and temporal leads recorded in 18 young healthy adults. In all investigated tasks, the maximal values of CNV and ERPa were observed in parietal regions. The estimation of cortical readiness state (CNV) is quite a useful procedure in the attention tasks because amplitude and stability of ERPs depend on preceding cortical excitability. The prevalence of parietal activation in visual attention tasks may be considered as the dominance of occipito-parietal way (stream) in human visual attention system.